THE BIRDS, 88-108

EU.                                        Well, didn't you fall down,

And let youi ciow go ?

PKI                                             No, 1 didn't    No '

EU     Wlieie is she then ?

PEI                                       She flew away liciself

EU     You didn't leb hei go    You'ie a biave boy ' a
HOOPOE  Thiow wide the wood, that I may issue foith '
EU     O Heiacles, why what in the world is tins ?

What f eatl lei ing 's h er e ? What style of ti role-cresting?
HOO. Who be the folk that seek me ?
EU                                                            The Twelve Gods

Would seem to have wioughb youi imn
HOO                                                      What, do you jeei me,

Seeing the way I'm featheied ?   Strangeis, I

Was once a man

EU                                   It's not at you we'i e laughing

HOO   What is it then ?

EU                                   Your beak looks lathei funny

HOO   This is the way that Sophocles disfiguies

The manly foim of Teieus in his PLiy 6
EU     What, are you Tei eus ?   Are you bn d 01 peacock ? c
HOO   I iim a bud

EU                           Then, wheie aie all your featheis ?

HOO   They've fallen off '

EU                                      What ' fiom disease, 01 why ?

HOO   No, but in winter-time all birds are wont

To moult their feathers, and then fresh ones giow.

But tell me what ye are

EU.                                               We ? mortal men

HOO   And of what race ?

" Enter Hoopoe vpon the ekukXij/ia, winch bears a tmall coppice
in whtch his wife the Ntght inqale lies asleep The Hoopoe has no
feathers except on head and wtngi                             " The Tfreiii

a The peacock had recently been introduced into Athens, and
E does not know much about it